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The ability of a community to ñmeet the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs.ò

-UN Commission on the Environment

definitions 

Making decisions based on how they will affect not only 

our generation, but also seven generations from now.
-Iroquois Nation



1: environment

3: Social equity
2: economy 

Designing the Connections

Sustainability is a three-dimensional opportunity 

for community improvement



Why Do Buildings 

Matter?
Å Nearly 70% of total U.S. electricity 

consumption

Å 40% of total U.S. primary energy use

Å 40% of total U.S. greenhouse gas 

emissions

Å 136 million tons of construction and 

demolition waste in the U.S. (approx. 

2.8 lbs/person/day) 

Å 12% of potable water in the U.S. 

Å 40% (3 billion tons annually) of raw 

materials use globally
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